
TIMETABLE 

1. PURCHASING  

Buy spring-flowering bulbs that are fresh, healthy and firm with strong growing points. Avoid any 
bulbs with soft or diseased areas or insect damage. Note that bulbs that are much smaller than 
they normally should be may not produce flowers in their first season.  

If you can’t plant your bulbs right away, store them in a cool place (35 to 55° F) like the fridge in 
a ventilated bag or box. Keep apples out of the fridge; gasses can inhibit flower develop-

ment. If you’re storing your bulbs, subtract that time from the cooling phase (below).  

2. PLANTING 

Place a minimum of 1 inch of soil in the bottom of the pot and space the bulbs evenly on the soil 
a finger width apart. Don't press the bulbs into the soil mix.  

When filling the pot, allow about 1/2 inch of space below the rim 
of the pot to allow for watering. Small bulbs should be covered 
completely, but tulips and daffodils may be left with the tip of the 
bulbs showing. Water thoroughly until water emerges from the  
holes at the bottom of the pots. Let excess water drain out. 

3. COOLING 

This is a time when the bulb is dormant in a cool environment, simulating a natural underground winter home. Most 
bulbs need this chilling period to force them to bloom. A couple exceptions to the rule are paperwhites and Amaryllis. 

The ideal temperature for chilling is 40° F (a safe range is 35 to 45° F). The fridge, a root cellar or a cool corner of the 
basement with very little light are ideal. Remember, no apples around the bulbs. Chill your pots for 12 to 15 weeks. This 
is the minimum period, but they can be chilled longer. The length of time for chilling varies from bulb to bulb and will be 
indicated on the package. Check on the pots from time to time. Make sure that the soil has not dried out. It should be 
slightly moist, but not wet.  

4. FORCING 

After about 10 weeks, begin checking to see if any pots are ready to move to the next phase. Early-flowering varieties 
typically need less chilling time than late-flowering varieties, which can take up to 16 weeks. The plant tag will indicate 
when certain pots will be ready to bring indoors. Typically, when pots are ready, new shoots are visible and you can see  
roots at the base of the container.  
 
At this time, bring your pots into a cool room or greenhouse between 50-55° F, and 
keep them out of direct sunlight initially. Once the shoots turn green and start to 
grow, move them into direct light and warmer conditions, about 60° F. Keep the soil 
moist, not wet. It will take between 3 or 4 weeks for the flowers to appear. 
 
Rotate your pots regularly so that all the leaves get equal light and you don't get a 
lopsided plant. 
 
When the flower buds start to form and color, you can move your plants out of direct light and into bright, indirect light. 
This will help prolong the bloom period. To extend the blooms, move the pots to a cool location at night and while you 
are out of the house.   

Forcing Bulbs:  A Step-By-Step Guide 

POPULAR BULBS 

Amaryllis 

Brodiaea  

Crocus  

Eranthus 

Erythronium 

Fritillaria  

Galanthus 

Hyacinth 

Iris reticulata 

Leucojum vernum  

Muscari  

Narcissus  

Ornithogalum 

Oxalis adenophylla 

Scilla tubergeniana 

Tulip 

LABEL YOUR POTS  
—plant name— 

—variety— 
—date of planting— 

MATERIALS:      1. Bulbs      2. Clay or plastic pots with drainage holes      3. Potting soil that drains well 

PLANT IN: TO BLOOM IN: 

October  January  

November  February  

December  March-April  
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